Guest baton, voice earn
bravos at symphony opener
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he precise baton of Robert
LaMarchina and the brilliant

The three opening arias were an in-
spired selection that demonstrated the
Salt Lake City soprano's range and
versatility. In Handel's ‘“‘Let the
Bright Seraphim'' from *‘Samson,"
Watson’s duets with the trumpet
gedin(hsﬂe's remarkable acous-

In Mozant’s ** Ach, Ich Fuhls" from
““The Magic Flate” Watson explored
melancholy, sometimes in exquisite
moments of near silence when an al-
most invisible silver thread of sound
caught the melodic light,

The coloratura flash of the familiar
“‘Sempre Libra" from Verdi's “La
Traviata™ showcased Watson's bril-
liance and captivated the listeners.
The soprano sang effortlessly as
though the high notes and complex
musical patterns already existed and
she had the delight of revealing them
to the audience.

The second half of the program be-
%wdthlubmmi's Concerto in F for

Oboes and Strings featuring Paul
Wells and Merry Kay Kiyan on oboes.
With the kind of simplicity that re-
quires excellence, the performance
was a standout of the evening — pre-
cise and clear,

Watson presented more contempo-
rary works after intermission includ-
ing the haunting aria from Gershwin's
mﬁlgyandBess, ““My Man’s Gone
combine in a wail of despair,

LaMarchina, with experience ranging
from music director and conductor of
the Metropolitan Opera National
Company to the Hawaii Opera The-
ater, has.an intimate understanding of
the marriage of the instrument of the
singer and the instruments of the or-
chestra.

The performance ended with “E.T.
Adventures'’ by John Williams, recre-
ating the music from the movie with
twinkling violins and Hollywood
brass. The orchestra seemed o reyel
in the lush harmonies and the audi-
ence loved it, cheering the musicians
ending the concert with a standing
ovation.

Along with the music, the Mant
Symphony Orchestra also mounted an
art show in the Castle lobby
works by Diana Dorenzo, Guy Buffet.
Robert Lyn Nelson and Annie Retivat
The paintings and prints were on sale
1o benefit the orchestra.

The next MSO concert will be
““Handel’s Christmas Messiah” Dec.
20, a traditional performance of the
Christmas portions of the popular ora-
torio plus a selection of carols.



